Subject: Economics GradeLevel 11-12
Instructional Block / Theme:

International Education: Historical Overview of Germany

Thislesson plan is designed to be used as an individual or group study of
comparison, to study the economic, political, and cultural characteristics
of Germany as a specific comparison to the United States. Time
required: 3-5class periods (55 minute class periods)

l. Content
| want my students to be able to:

A. Make an economic comparison

B. Prepare for the Economic Summit

C. Understand the concepts of international trade

D. Assessthe social, political, and economic conditions of Germany

1. Prerequisites
It is recommended that students complete the Economic Map assignment found in the
Idaho International Education Task Force lesson plans for economics. Background in
American Government is suggested. In many cases, students enrolled in Economics
are seniors and therefore are taking Economics and American Government
concurrently. If you plan to participate in the International Economic Summit, itis
suggested that you prearrange with the International Summit Coordinator your chosen
country as countries are typically assigned as a lottery system

[I1.  Instructional Objective
Students will:

Research and document data related to their country using multimedia, texts,
library resources

Produce a research paper, with footnotes, describing the history, economics
and culture of their country

Demonstrate knowledge of their country by resenting their research of the
country using a Power Point presentation

Compare and analyze the differences in a countries economic stability and
power

VI. Materials
a.  Teacher:

Historical Overview assignment sheet (Appendix A)

Any related materials related to assigned country

Cart of library resources to research geographic characteristics, history, world
resources, and political background (Almanacs, Encarta, Compton’s
Encyclopedia, Statesman’s Y earbook World Book Encyclopedia, World
Atlas, various web sites, etc.). Consult with librarian about one week prior.
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V.

Reserve computer lab with internet access to research current statistics, world
leaders, etc.

b. Student:

All resources and previous research for Germany

Instructional Procedures

Students will prepare a historical overview of Germany. The purpose of the overview
isto give the student an insight on how their country has developed into what it is
today. Each student should have an understanding of what countries, events, and
people have influenced their country of study, who it associates with and who it
doesn’t, where its cultural tieslay, and how its economic system has and presently
functions.

Concepts learned:

Factors of production
Comparative advantage
Imports/exports

Trading partners
Allies/enemies

Types of economic systems
Forms of economic systems
Colonia influences
Participation in world events
Treaties

Political system

Internal events

Economic stability
Standard of living

Students will be able to:

Research and document data related to their country

Understand quality of lifein Germany

Understand the meaning of Gross Domestic Product

Determine how comparative advantage influence economic wealth
Interpret the economic, political, and cultural history of Germany
Analyze how internal and world events have impacted Germany

Compare and analyze the differences in a country’s economic stability and
power based on factors of production

Procedures

Day One-Three
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1.

Tell students that they will begin/continue to research Germany.

If you plan to attend the Economic Summit, students should keep in mind their
goal of becoming an expert on that country. Review the role of economics
advisors outlined in the Economic Summit Handbook

(http://www.international economicsummit.org ). If you plan to attend the
Economic Summit, explain to the student that their research will help them to be
successful at Summit.

Hand out Historical Overview assignment sheet (Appendix A)

Review the concepts of

Comparative advantage, imports/exports

Standard of living

Population

Economic systems

Colonial influences

Participation in world events

Treaties

Type of government

Influential political figures

Current political leaders

Traditional allies and enemies

Internal events

Economic stability

Major industries

Trading partners

GDP, per capitaincome, literacy rate, unemployment, standard of living
Cultural characteristics and the influences on history

Instruct the students on the use of the internet and include:
e Search procedures

Internet etiquette

School guidelines

Print procedures

Saving procedures

Day Four

5.

(OPTIONAL) Have students present their Historical Overviewsto the classin the
form of a Power Point presentation.

(OPTIONAL) Recommended if you wish to participate in the Economic Summit.
http://www.i nternational economicsummit.org. Students need to be aware that the
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Grade Level 11-12

VI.

VII.

Economic Summit isarole play. During individual presentations, have other
students take notes detailing important information that will equip them with a
better understanding for the role their country playsin the global arena. The
objective isto discover how their country should behave politically, who their
alieswill be, and who has the comparative advantage to ensure they will meet
their trade balance and other objectives of the Economic Summit.

e Traditiona allies’enemies

e Importgexports

e Comparative advantage

[ ]

Etc.

Assessment/Evaluation

Grading should be proportional to the assignments given over the course of the
semester. Evaluation should be based on quality, content, and accuracy. Usethe
Bullets on the assignment sheet (Appendix A) for guidance

|daho Achievement Standards

9-12.E3.11
9-12.E.3.1.2

9-12.E.3.1.3

9-12.E3.2.1

9-12.E.3.2.2

9-12.E4.21

9-12.E4.2.2

9-12.E.5.1.3

Define scarcity and explain its implications in decision making.
Identify ways in which the interaction of all buyers and sellers
influence prices.

|dentify the incentives that determine what is produced and
distributed in a competitive market system.

Compare and contrast the characteristics of different economic
systems.

Explain and illustrate the impact of economic policies and
decisions made by governments, business and individuals.
Explain the basic functions of government in a mixed economic
system.

|dentify laws and policies adopted in the United States to regulate
competition.

Apply economic concepts to explain the role of imports/exports
both nationally and internationally.

Follow-up Activities

e Any lesson plan outlined in the Idaho International Education Task Force
Lesson Plan Bank that pertains to international relations/comparisons

e Participate in the International Economic Summit. Information on the
International Economic Summit can be found at the Idaho Council on
Economic Education — http://csi.boisestate.edu/icee . Specific information on
the Summit can be found at http://www.internati onal economicsummit.org or
by contacting Jody Hoff at Boise State University.
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e Lessonsoutlined in the International Economic Summit handbook. Contact
Jody Hoff at Boise State University
e International economics related lesson plans available at the National Council
on Economic Education. http://www.ncee.net
e Link economic comparison and history to “Exploring Humanitarian Law”:
0 Contact: Michael Shaw (Exploring Humanitarian Law in Idaho) at:
mshaw@idahocities.org
o Refer to the following lesson plans from the Goethe-Institut, Materials for the
Social Studies Classroom:
o0 German in Europe—Enduring Issues
= Topic1l: Germany inthe European Union

e Lesson 1—Whatistherole of Germany in the history
of the creation of the European Union

e Lesson 3 —How do geographic size and population
density impact life in Germany and member states of
the European Union?

= Topic 2: Economic Issuesin Germany and the European
Union

e Lesson 1—What isthe significance of the new
European currency on the world financial market?

e Lesson 3—What are the differencesin standard of
living among Germany and other European member
states?

0 The Geography of Germany — L essonsfor Teaching the Five
Themes of Geography
= Topic 2: Physical and Human Characteristics of Germany

e Lesson 2— Germany’s Population Pyramid

e Lesson 3— Population Density in Germany

e Lesson 4 — Population Distribution in Germany

= Topic 3: TheInteraction of the German People with Their
Environment
e Lesson1l-Land Usein Germany
e Lesson 2-—Industrial Areasin Germany
= Topic5: German Unification and Regional Changes

e Lesson 1-—Regionin Germanu

e Lesson 2 — German Unification

e Lesson 3 —Opening the Berlin Wall

e Lesson 4 — East German Perspectives on Unification,
Part A

e Lesson 5 — East German Perspectives on Unification,
part B
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e Lesson 6 —World Press Views on Unification
e Lesson 7 —The Federal Republic of Germany since
1949
o Cultural Reflections: Work, Palitics, and Daily Lifein Germany
= Lesson 1 - The German Worker
= Lesson 2 — Government in Germany
= Lesson 3 - Culture and Daily Life in Germany
0 Contact: Goethe-Institut New Y ork
1014 Fithe Avenue
New York, New York 10028
Telephone: (212)439-8700
Email: promote@goethe-newyork.org
Web Address. http://www.goethe.de
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Appendix A
Economic/Historical Overview

The purpose of the Historical Overview isfor you to look at how Germany has developed into what
itistoday. We want you to look at what countries, events, and people have influenced it, who it
associates with and who it doesn’t, where its cultural ties lie and how its economic system has and
does function.

Section One: History

A. Colonial influences

¢ Inthissection you are to describe the countries that either have had control of your
country or that your country has controlled. Usually, countries are taken over by other
countries because of war. If your county was controlled by another, some aspect of your
country will have been affected: type of government, language, religion

B. Participation in world events

¢ Wars (when and whom did you country fight. Who won? What did your country lose or
gain?)

o Treaties. All countries have made treaties with other countries, sometime many.

¢ International Organizations. Isyour country a member of the United Nations? If so,
when did it join and does it hold any important or significant positions of power? |Isyour
country amember of EEC, SEATO, or other continental organizations?

C. Type of Government(s) and influential political figures

e Sometimes countries change the way their government is organized as aresult of their
involved in world wars, combining with other countries or for other reasons. Describe
the type of government your country hastoday. Isit different from the type of
government it had in the past? 1f so, why and how? Be sureto tell how executives,
lawmakers and judges are chosen, how long they can serve, how they can be replaced.

o Describe the activities of important political figures, and tell who they were/are.
Sometimes, an important leader of one country is responsible for changes that occur in
other countries. If that istruein your country, be sure to include that information in your
description.

D. Traditional Allies and Enemies

e Besuretotalk about who your country’s allies and enemies are. If your country is

typical, those alliances have changed over the past 300-400 years.
E. Internal Events

e What events have occurred in your country to affect its political history or economic
history? For instance, has your country been involved in acivil war, or hasit suffered
from long-term drought? Events such as these are traumatic to a country’ s economy, the
people, and often alter history.

Section Two: Economics

A. Economic Stability, past and present
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e Hasyour country experienced periods of extreme inflation or depression? (If your
country has been involved in wars, it has!) What is the money’ s purchasing power? Can
the people buy the things they need? Are consumer goods available?

B. Magor Crops and Industry
e What major crops are grown? What manufacturing takes place? Where?

C. Imports and Exports

e Comparative advantage? What products/foodstuffs are imported from other countries
and exported to other countries? Does your country import more than it exports? Why?
Implications?

D. Trading Partners

e What countries has your country traded with in the past? Doesit still trade with those
countries, or have circumstances changed its trading partners?

e Arethere any trade embargos, trade agreements, sanctions? |sthere any country that
your country cannot trade with because of legal action taken by your country’s
government, or another country’s decision?

E. GDP, per capitaincome, and unemployment rate

e Thegross domestic product is the value of goods produced in the country, broken down
by population.

e Per capital income means what is the average income per person

e Literacy rate means at what age or grade level do most people read, write and understand
their country’ s language. Isthere aformal education program? |s attendance in school
required? What percentage of citizens attends college or some other post-high school
education?

F. Standard of Living

o What are the houses like that people livein? Are the people able to buy consumer
goods? Can they afford to buy more than just eh bare essentials of existence? Y ou will
find information that tells you things like how many TV’ s people have, home many cars
people own, etc.

Section Three: Culture
A. The culture of acountry iswhat makes it distinctive. Culture includes the language, music,
religion and food, as well as art and clothing.
B. Holidays, ceremonies, artists
e You should include information about special celebrations and festivals that your country
holds (4™ of July, Thanksgiving in the USA)
e Magor artists, musicians, composers, entertainers, dancers, sports figures, etc. Thiswould
include people who were significant in your county’s past as well asits current history.
Its customs and traditions also make your country what it is today.

Composition

When you have finished this paper, you will have an excellent grasp of what has occurred in the past
3-4 centuries and what events have shaped your country into what it is today.

Plagiarism should be observed. Include abibliography in MLA format.
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